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Proverbs 16:1-33 
“Wisdom in Making Good Decisions” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen 

your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and 
resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. 
Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for clarity in understanding and applying this week’s reading.  

• Read the Proverbs Overview Chart. Notice that this week’s study continues in the people and 
problems section of the study.  

• Complete this week’s daily readings of Proverbs 16-18 and journal your insights.  

• Read Proverbs 16 slowly in multiple translations. Read Luke 12:13-21 and learn the story. 

• Reflect on the hook question (found on Group guide page) and journal your response. 

• Review this video on FirstNorfolk LIFEgroups:https://vimeo.com/357821625 pw: lifegroups 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• Lead the group through the hook question. Encourage participants to be honest about 

decisions they have made. Encourage group members to evaluate the sincerity in which they 
have truly committed decisions to the Lord(16:3). 

• Lead the group through the discussion. Use the insights you gained from your personal study 
as prompts. Here are some biblical explanations for a few terms we will use in our study.   

o Ways (v.2, 9) and Weighs: How do we evaluate our ways(actions/directions)? Proverbs 
says that the Lord weighs our motives.  This is a comparison with a standard. When we 
are weighing something, without an official standard, we are just guessing at a value.  If 
we do not have God’s ways to compare our ways to, they all seem right to us. 

o Pride: is NOT wise nor “living life God’s way”; instead it is foolish. Pride is the basis of sin 
as it shows in a person receiving honor and glory that is due to God. It paves the way for 
ruin (16:18).  Decisions rooted in pride are not exemplary of wise living. 

o Sovereignty: Biblical teaching that God is all powerful ruling over all things. Prov. 16:9 
and 33 reveals God as sovereign. (also see: Gen. 1, Ps. 135:6, Dan. 4:34-35, Mk 4:35-
41, Rom.8:20-31. Regarding evil, God allows/restrains it, (Job 1:12-2:7) and uses it for 
good among believers and fulfills His purpose(Gen. 50:20, Rom 8:28-29) 

• Lead the group through the Reflect & Act activity. Encourage them to use the time to reflect 
on what they wrote and about what they learned about their decisions and ways that God 
directs their steps. 

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind the group to memorize and meditate on the next memory passage – 2 Cor. 9:6-7. 

• Connect with the unbelievers in your group to encourage them for next week’s study and 
answer any questions they have about what they learned from this week’s study. 

• Pray for the believers in your group to apply what they learned. Pray for the unbelievers in 
your group to be drawn to Jesus in the coming weeks as we walk through Proverbs.  

https://insightforliving.swncdn.com/images/ifl-usa/content/ascendio/resources/bible/20-Proverbs.png
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 
guidelines. 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

When you think about big decisions you have to make, which would be more true of you; make a decision 
and pray ,or pray for God’s direction, then make the decision after you have sought God’s direction?  What 
about small decisions? 

Read the text This week’s passage is Proverbs 16:1-9 – Listen for verses about decisions [1 min] 

Tell the story – or call on previously enlisted person to tell the story from Luke 12:13-21 [2 min]  

Rebuild the story This is a time for the group members to tell back the elements of the story. [8 min]  

• What details about decisions stood out to you as you listened to the story? [4 min] 

• Where was wisdom of foolishness displayed in this story?  [5 min] 

Debrief the story [16 min] 
• What did we learn about God from this story? [3 min] 

• What did we learn about man from this story? [3 min] 

• What did this story teach us about the process of making wise decisions or foolish decisions, 
and how they impact our future? [6 min] 

 
Discuss [35 min] 
• Decision making [15 min] 

o Ask everyone to participate by helping to create a list of big decisions adults have to make, followed 
by a list of everyday small decisions we make. [5 min] 

o Look at Proverbs 16:1-3, 7, 9,16,18, 25, 33 and identify what these verses have in common [5 min] 
o Why is wisdom necessary when making decisions? (see v. 25) Who determines which way is best 

[5 min] 

• Life Observations- [10 min] 
o How have you seen favor from the Lord when you started your decision making by committing your 

work to the Lord first? (v.3) [5 min] 
o How have you seen pride lead to destruction when making decisions? In the Luke 12 story? [5 min]    

• Comfort [8 min] 
o What comfort is found in the verses from Proverbs that help you make confident decisions? [5 min] 
o How can you encourage others to have confidence in decision making from these texts?  [3 min] 

Reflect & Act [8 min] 
• Earlier, we discussed wise and foolish decisions. As you reflect on what you shared, take some notes. 

Read James 4:13-17. What do family members hear from you about making decisions? Co-workers? 
Neighbors?  Would these individuals identify my speaking about my decisions to include God? 

• In prayer, ask God to help you make decisions that reflect His wisdom and grace. Commit to the Lord 
that you desire to honor Him in all of your decisions in the days ahead. 

• Enlist one volunteer to read and learn the story for next week from  Mark 10:17-22 

Closing [5 min] 
• Everyone should complete the daily readings journal for Proverbs 19:1-21:31 for next week.  

• As you close in prayer, ask everyone to share one insight they gained about making decisions and 
wisdom. Ask everyone to share one decision in which they need wisdom to make in the days to come. 

• Take turns praying for one another. 
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